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Your general education
Everything you need to know about your Gen Ed requirements



Gen Ed is the foundation of your degree — 40 credits that build the skills every UMPI graduate carries into the world. You’ll write, present, analyze, create, and connect ideas across disciplines. Here’s how it all fits together.

	40
total credits
	8
learning outcomes
	~13
courses to complete



Your 8 learning outcomes
	✍️  Writing as critical thought
6 credits — Use writing to think deeply, argue, and inquire
	🎙️  Oral communication
3 credits — Present with purpose and evaluate messages

	
	

	🔍  Inquiry & analysis
10 credits — Explore evidence across three Ways of Knowing
	💡  Creative & innovative thinking
3+ credits — Take creative risks and make something new

	
	

	📊  Quantitative literacy
3+ credits — Solve problems and argue with numbers
	🌍  Global learning
3+ credits — Analyze the systems that shape our world

	
	

	🤝  Intercultural analysis
3+ credits — Understand cultures and examine your own biases
	🧩  Integrative learning
6 credits — Connect ideas across your courses and experiences



Three Ways of Knowing
For Inquiry & Analysis, you’ll take courses across three different lenses — so you learn how different fields ask questions and find answers.
	🎨
Arts & humanities
Creative expression, philosophy, literature
	🌎
Social sciences
Human behavior, societies, systems
	🔬
Natural sciences
Scientific inquiry, the natural world



What makes UMPI Gen Ed different
	🧠  Wicked problems
You’ll tackle messy, real-world problems that don’t have simple answers — like climate change, AI ethics, and public health.
	✨  Hands-on learning
Gen Ed courses emphasize doing over listening — direct experience and reflection, not just lectures and tests.




Questions? Talk to your Professional Academic Advisor, New Enrollment Specialist, or Success Coach.
University of Maine at Presque Isle
